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Environmentally-Sound Refuse Disposal
20 tons of  trash are transported and disposed of  every 10 minutes (over 

1,200,000 tons per year).

Recycling
We’ve recycled about 1 ton of  material per household  per year

for the last 24 years. Recycled  51% of  total waste in 2012—over 600,000 tons.

Renewable Energy 
Production

We generate enough power for 80,000 

homes or about 90 MW of   electricity.

Emergency Response
(Hurricanes, Tornadoes, Flooding and Snow 

Removal)

Pollution Prevention and 
Community Engagement
Hundreds of  hours of  community engagement 

and special recycling events each year

Fairfax County
Solid Waste

Management

Refuse Collections
Collection of   10 percent of  

household waste and recyclables
(approx. 45,000 homes)
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Solid Waste Management Program

NOT Recyclable 

at  the curb:
Take out containers & 
cups

Diapers

Plastic Bags, Film & 
Flexible Packaging

Food Waste

Phones & Ewaste

Clothing
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Recyclable:

Mixed Paper

Newspaper

Cardboard

Plastic Bottles & Jugs

Aluminum Cans

Food & Beverage Cans

Glass Bottles & Jars

Aluminum Foil



Managing Solid Waste

What NOT to Recycle
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Preserve Natural 
Resources

Conserve Natural 
Spaces

Save Money

Reduce Greenhouse 
Gas Emissions

Reduce Pollution
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Reduce Landfill Space

Create Jobs

Stimulate 
Technological 
Advances

Create a Sustainable 
Future

Use and Reuse Saves 
Energy
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Solid Waste Management Program

Solid waste is combusted to generate over 
80MW of electricity

Facility is heavily regulated with continuous 
emissions monitoring 
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Managing Household Hazardous Waste

I-66 Transfer Station 

Monday - Saturday: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Sunday: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

I-95 Landfill (Lorton) 

Every day: 7 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Solid Waste Management Program

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpwes/trash/disphours-res.htm
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Aging Parents With Lots of Stuff, and Children Who Don’t Want It
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Tena and Ray Bluhm in their 
new home in the Westminster 
retirement community in Lake 
Ridge, Va. The Bluhms moved 
in to their new home in early 
August, and needed to sort 
through items to determine 
what they needed and could 
fit in the smaller space. 
CreditT.J. Kirkpatrick for The New York Times



Additional Information

For additional information, please contact

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpwes

Managing Solid Waste
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Fairfax County Solid Waste Management Program

703.324.5230

http://fairfaxcounty.gov/living/recycling/


